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All the family and friends of The Grafters Club for their kind donations
Northumbrian Water

Alexandra 1st School, Ashington

Staff at the RVI

Alan Temple - Dermatix

Deborah Russell - Kelocote

David Welsh - Urgo

Sarah Askwith — Molnlycke Health Care

Studsvik

Tesco

Majestic Wine

and to The Coquetdale Round Table for giving us a stall at charitable rates
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*
Family Christmas Party 2008

Saturday 29th November
F o 12-4pm

At Life Centre Conference and Banqueting

(Down the side of Centre for Life, near Central Station, Newcastle)

Disco, Games, Santa and presents, face-painting,
hot food for children and buffet for parents

You will be very welcome and it
would be great to see you again!

% s

To book your place ring Alison McKenzie
on 0191 2820587
- RSVP by 10th November 2008
9 Any problems with transport, please let us know
when you telephone and we will try to help out
: Thank you to Studsvik for
funding our Christmas Party
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Alexander’s story

On August 18th last year an explosion from a toy steam train burnt me. The first
hospital | went to was James Cook Hospital at Middlesbrough. The doctors
looked at me and gave me pain medicine through needles in my arms. Then the
doctors said | had to go to the Newcastle General Hospital and the Great North
Air ambulance came to take me to the hospital. | didn’t know anything about it
because | was put on a respirator to breath for me while | was in the helicopter.

It was three days later when they took me off the respirator and the first thing |
asked for was a pear, | was really hungry. The day after | went to the R.V.l. and |
stayed there for 4 weeks. | had two operations for skin grafts on my hands face
and neck. It was very painful when the nurses changed my dressings and it
made me cry, but | knew that they had to do it to make me better. | went to
theatre twice to get them done, that didn’t hurt.

At first | had a lot of nightmares about the accident and my mam said that | used
to sleepwalk and talk (mostly about McDonalds chicken nuggets or milk shake).
| talked a lot to a lady called Bridie, she was really nice and helped me a to
understand the nightmares and they don’t happen as much now.

Now I’'m back home | don’t have dressings any more but | massage with cream
and | wear pressure garments to flatten the scars. | know | look different, but
that’s fine. When people stare it upsets my mam and she gets angry but it
doesn’t bother me. I’'m still a normal kid, I’ve just been burnt.

A few weeks ago my brother, my mam, grandma and me went to see the Great
North Air ambulance and we met the doctor that looked after me, it was great. |
can remember it this time. We looked at the police helicopter while we were
there and a policeman took my photo.

| can’t count on my fingers the number of Doctors and Nurses who took care of
me, but everyone of them was so nice and kind and | can’t thank them enough,
they are all my hero’s and | love them all.

See! I’'m gorgeous aren’t |, that’s
why people stare!!!
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The Lady Mayoress Garden Party

We would like to
thank the Lord Mayor
and Lady Mayoress
who kindly invited us
to their Garden Party
in July. This was in
recognition of the
work carried out by
The Grafters Club.
We would like to
thank Steve Brock
Photography for
taking and allowing
us to use this
photograph.

The Grafters Club! By Lauren Brady age 9

Hello my name is Lauren Brady and | am going to tell you all about the
Grafters Club! The Grafters Club is for children who have accidents in
the past.

It brings people with the same accidents together to become friends and
know that there not the only ones with that accident. | am part to the club
and when | first started people were really nice and they had been there
before, also it was very interesting to find out about there accidents and
pasts. We have been to places like Robinwood activity centre and Lightwater

Valley and lots more! They would cost a lot of money but we get it for free!
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Weekend Camp at
Robinwood

See what
| mean
about the
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Robinwood

Lightwater Valley Trip

| hope everyone who went on the trip had a great
day as | definitely had a lovely time! | was very
glad that the weather was just right — not too
warm, with no rain! It was nice to see everyone
laughing and screaming excitedly on the rides. |
particularly enjoyed the Ultimate, however, | only
went on it the once! Jo Mason

A special thank you to Tom, Gillian and Kyle
McCarrell for the wonderful goodie bags they
made for the children to enjoy on the bus journey.
They were greatly appreciated by everyone.

Thanks also to Steve Hewitson, from the Club,
Lynn Iveson from ASDA Gateshead and Alan
Myhill who gave generously to help fill the goodie
bags.
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How | coped with my burns on holiday
in Alcudia by Robyn Curwen
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The Grafters Club

Poem by Rebekah Curwen, Aged 13
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A massive thank you to all the following people for the support
they have given to The Grafters Club over the recent months:

The Children, their families and friends

The League of Friends who funded the Burn Camp Weekend and
Lightwater Valley Trip.

The Lord and Lady Mayoress.

Steve Brock Photography, 24 Shoreham Court, Kenton Bank Foot,
Newcastle.

Gillian, Tom and Kyle McCarrell also Steve Hewitson, Lynn lveson
and Alan Myhill for the goodie bags for The Lightwater Valley Trip.

Northumbrian Water and all those mentioned who donated wine for our
fundraising stall at Rothbury Street Fair.

Studsvik who have supported the club with donations and will fund this
years Christmas party.

Potts who have kindly designed our new logo, stationery and printed our
Telegraft Newsletter.
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It was a Walk in the Park!

Well done to Lauren, Jenny and their families for completing the walk in
the park this August. They collected their sponsor money and boosted
The Grafters Club pot to help us fund all our activities.

If you would like to fundraise for The Grafters Club please contact
Pauline Buglass on 0191 2137235 and she will be happy to help and
support you with your activity.

Oh What a Night!!!!!

Contact Details: We would love you to

The Grafters Club send us any ideas, storles,
C/O Alison McKenzie S puzzles, top tips
The Post Room or questions for the

Royal Victoria Infirmary Telegraft.

Queen Victoria Road ) .

Newcastle upon Tyne A prize will be awarded
NE14LP for all contributions

0191 2820587 published.

thegraftersclub@nuth.nhs.uk
We would love to hear
from you.

Send your ideas to Alison

siall tersClub
<8 at the address opposite

Printed by potts®) 0845 375 1875 potts.co.uk
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